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The Galilee Baptist Church Ministries Directory

The Galilee Baptist Church (GBC) Ministries Directory is designed to help
members connect, serve, and grow within the body of Christ. This directory
provides an overview of the various ministries available at GBC, each offering
unique opportunities for service, fellowship, and spiritual growth.

With a wide range of ministry opportunities available, there is certainly a place
where you can connect and serve using your unique gifts and talents to glorify

God and bless others.

We encourage you to explore the directory, prayerfully consider where God is
calling you to serve and reach out to the listed ministry leaders to get involved.

Together, we can build a stronger church and impact our community for God's
Kingdom.



Bishop Scott’s Message

Pastoral Staff...

Deacons Ministry
Trustee Ministry
Church Support
Mothers Ministry

Our Vision Statement

Our Mission Statement
Church Covenant
What We Believe

Articles of Faith

A Vision for Transformation

GBC Ministries

Table of Contents page
1
2-3
4-5
6-8
9

FAMILY CARE
Christian Education
Disciples Connect Team
Kingdom Couples/
Married Couples
Men’s Ministry
Nursey
Praying Hands for Health
S.A.L.T./Singles Ministry
Seasoned Saints
Student Fund/Scholarship
Women’s Ministry
Young Adult Ministry/
R.O.YA.L
Youth Ministry
Children of Destiny,
Kingdom Kids, &

Chosen Generation

SPIRITUAL CARE
Fine Arts/Drama
Intercessory Prayer
Liturgical Dance
Male Chorus
Media Ministry
Musician
Praise Team
Total Music Ministry
Ushers Ministry
Vocal Coordinator

Youth Choir

CONGREATIONAL CARE
Deacons, Deaconess,
Mothers, Trustees, & Clergy
Bereavement Care Team
Funeral Coordinator
Wedding Coordinators
Custodial

COMMUNITY CARE
Counting 2 One/TEKTON
Food Pantry
GBC Basketball Team
Jail/Prison Outreach
Lighthouse Street
Missions Ministry
Risk Management
Social Justice
Transportation

SPECIAL EVENTS
Pastor’s Anniversary
Church Anniversary
Faith Sunday
Holy Spirit Week
Leading Lady Appreciation
Prayer Week
Seasoned Saints Day
Watchnight Services
Culinary Ministry
Hospitality



Table of Contents page

The Galilee Baptist Church Ministries & Servant Leaders 12

Bereavement Care Team
Christian Education
Counting 2 One/TEKTON
Culinary Ministry
Custodial

Deaconess Ministry
Disciples Connect Team
Fine Arts/Drama

Food Pantry

GBC Basketball Team
Hospitality

Intercessory Prayer
Jail/Prison Outreach
Kingdom Couples/Married Couples
Lighthouse Street
Liturgical Dance

Male Chorus

Media Ministry

Men’s Ministry

Missions Ministry

Musician

Nursey

Praying Hands for Health

Risk Management

Seasoned Saints

Security Ministry

S.A.L.T./Singles Ministry

Social Justice

Student Fund/Scholarship

Total Music Ministry

Transportation

Ushers Ministry

Vocal Coordinator

Wedding Coordinator

Women’s Ministry

Young Adult Ministry R.O.Y.A.L.

Youth Choir

Youth Ministry Children of Destiny,
Kingdom Kids, & Chosen Generation

The Galilee Baptist Church (GBC) Ministries Descriptions 13 -18
Christian Education 19 - 20
Bible Study 20
Prayer 20
Ways to Watch Galilee Live Broadcast 21
Galilee Store 21
Ways to Give 21
Contact the Church 21
Appendix 22




From the Desk of the

Chief Servant

THE RT. REVEREND MICHAEL T. SCOTT |,
D.MIN.

Chief Servant/Senior Pastor

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. | am writing to you
with joy in my heart as we introduce the Handbook of Ministries for The Galilee Baptist
Church of Kalamazoo, Michigan. This handbook is a testament to our unwavering
commitment to serving both God and our community.

Our Vision for 2025-2027, "Visualizing a Transformed Community One Soul at a Time,"
encapsulates our faith-driven pursuit to effect change in the lives of those we touch. It is
a vision rooted in the belief that transformation begins within the individual and extends
outward into the community, creating ripples of positive change and spiritual growth.

Our Mission Statement clearly reflects our purpose: to advance the Kingdom of God
through Worship, Word, and Witness. Through these pillars, we dedicate ourselves to
fostering an environment where faith is deepened, and lives are enriched by the power of
God's love and grace.

In our efforts to fulfill this mission, our ministry goal is threefold: to recruit, reclaim, and
retain souls for Christ. This goal emphasizes our dedication to outreach, restoration, and
sustaining spiritual growth. By recruiting, we seek to share the Gospel with new believers;
by reclaiming, we extend welcome arms to those who have drifted away, and by retaining,
we nurture spiritual resilience among our congregation.

| invite each member of our congregation and extended community to engage
wholeheartedly with the initiatives outlined in this handbook. Together, as we strive

towards our vision and mission, let us be the hands and feet of Christ, transforming lives
and creating a thriving community centered on His love.

In His Service,

+Micharl Thomar deatt I

Bishop Michael T. Scott |

Chief Servant/Senior Pastor



Pastoral Staff

Bishop Michael T. Scott 1, Senior Pastor
Elder Dr. Tamara T. Scott, Associate Minister/Leading Lady

Associate Ministers
Elder Keoshi Gardner
Elder Alice Taylor
Elder Charles Thomas

Elder Shirley Tucker — Clergy Coordinator

Minister Patricia Daniel
Minister Almaria Miller
Minister Marla Yarbrough

Minister-In-Training (MIT)
Paul Bostic

Danetta Julian

Vonda Lee

Amanda Perry

Ronetta Ryan

Nikia Walker-Hall
Shenique White

Deacons Ministry

Deacon Jerome Gardner
Diaconate Chairman

Deacon Brad Buchanan

Deacon George Buchanan
Deacon ]. L. Buchanan

Deacon James Colquiette

Deacon Raymond Ryan

Deacon Michael Slater

Deacon Lenise Vaughan-Williams
Deacon Willie Mae Watkins

Deacons In Training (DIT)

Gertrude Hobson

Jason Jones
Bobby Palmore

Sadie Miles
Chairperson of the
Deaconess Ministry

Deacon Spouses
Elder Keoshi Gardner

Peggy Buchanan
Sharon Buchanan
Terry Buchanan
Joanne Colquiette
MIT Ronetta Ryan
Heidi Slater

Jesse J. Williams

Emeritus

Deacon Daniel Johnson
Deacon Amos Lyke
Deacon Thelma Moss

Trustee Ministry

Michael Fair
Chairperson of the Trustee Ministry

Trustees
William Crockett
Dexter Mitchell

Trustees in Training (TIT)
Charlotte Bishop

Rhonda Buchanan
Darlene Pitchford

Floyd Williams



Church Support

Special Assistant to Sr. Pastor:

Church Treasurer/Finance:
Church Treasurer/Finance Assistant:

Financial Secretary:

Administrative Assistant:

Church Clerk:
Church Clerk Assistant:

Pastoral Armorbearers:

Security Ministry:
Wedding Coordinators:
Funeral Coordinator:

Bereavement Care Team:

Shardai Moses

Wilfred Dennie
Randall Levi

Shirley Gordon
MIT Shenique White

Deaconess Sadie Miles

MIT Vonda Lee

Devon Robinson

Anthony Pitchford

Onogar Longmire

Tammy Mitchell & Veronica Thomas
Travis Robinson

Minister Patricia Daniel

Mothers Ministry

Elder Dr. Tamara Scott
Interim Chairperson of the Mothers Ministry

Emeritus Mothers
Mother Lillie Daniel
Mother Eva Ozier
Mother Sandra Baker
Mother Ernestine Hayes
Mother Pearl Warren
Mother Mary Walker
Mother Lillie Sims

Church Mothers
Mother Pirley Bracken
Mother Mittie DeVould
Mother Mae Jones
Mother Callie Rucker
Mother Margaret Smith
Mother Malinda Whitley
Mother Stacy Woodard



Our Vision Statement
Becoming a Kingdom-focused, Christ-centered ministry for people on the Grow!!!”

Our Mission Statement
Our Mission at the Galilee Baptist Church of Kalamazoo, Michigan is to advance the
Kingdom of God in the fulfillment of the Great Commission of Jesus Christ according to
Matthew 28:19-20. We accomplish this through Worship, Word, and Witness.

Church Covenant
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our
Savior and on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the Father
and the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, we do now in the presence of God, angels and this
assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one body in

Christ.

We engage therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian love; to
strive for the advancement of this church, in knowledge, holiness and comfort; to promote
its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrines to
contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the
church, the relief of the poor and the spread of the gospel through all nations.

We also engage to maintain family and secret devotion; to religiously educate our children;
to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the world;
to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements and exemplary in our deportment;
to avoid all tattling, backbiting and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale and use of
intoxicating drinks as a beverage and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the kingdom
of our Savior.

We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember each other in
prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling
and courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation and
mindful of the rules of our Savior to secure it without delay.

We moreover engage that when we remove from this place, we will as soon as possible
unite with some other church, where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the

principles of God’s Word.



What We Believe

The Bible is the inspired and only infallible and authoritative written Word of God.

There is one God, eternally existent in three persons; God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost.

In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles,
in His vicarious and atoning death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right
hand of the Father, in His personal future return to this earth in power and glory to rule a
thousand years.

In the blessed hope — the rapture of the Church at Christ’s coming.

The only means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith in the precious

blood of Christ.
Regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential for personal salvation.

The redemptive work of Christ on the cross provides healing of the human body in answer
to believing prayer.

In the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian in enabled to
live a holy life.

In the resurrection of both the saved and the lost, the one to everlasting life and the other
to everlasting damnation.



ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. THE SCRIPTURES.

We believe that the Holy Bible was written be men divinely inspired, and is a prefect
treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and
truth without any mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals the principles by which
God will judge us, and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the world, the true

center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds,
and opinions shall be tried.

Il. THE TRUE GOD.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that there is one, and only one, living and true God,
an infinite, intelligent spirit, whose name is Jehovah, the Maker and Supreme Ruler of
heaven and earth; inexpressibly glorious in holiness, and worthy of all possible honor
confidence and love; that in the unity of the Godhead there and three persons, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost; equal in every divine perfection, and executing distinct but
harmonious officers in the great work of redemption.

M. THE FALL OF MAN.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that Man was created in holiness, under the law of
his Maker; but by voluntary transgressions fell from that holy and happy state; in
consequence of which all mankind are now sinners, not by constraint but choice; being by
nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law of God, positively inclined to evil;
and therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense of excuse.

V. THE WAY OF SALVATION.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace;
through the mediatorial office of the Son of God; who by the appointment of the Father,
freely took upon him our nature, yet without sin; honored the divine law by his personal
obedience, and by his death made a full atonement for our sins; that having risen from the
dead, he is now enthroned in heaven; and uniting in his wonderful person the tenderest
sympathies with divine perfections, he is in every way qualified to be a suitable, a
compassionate, and an all-sufficient Saviour.

V. JUSTIFICATION.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that the great Gospel blessing which Christ secures to
such as believe in him is justification; that justification includes the pardon of sin, and the
promise of eternal life on principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed, not in
consideration of any works of righteousness which we have done, but solely through
faith in the Redeemer’s blood; by virtue of which faith his prefect righteousness is freely
imputed to us of God; that it brings us into a state of most blessed peace and favor with
God, and secures every other blessing needful for the time and eternity.

V1. THE FREENESS OF SALVATION.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that the blessing of salvation are made free to all by
the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them by cordial, penitent and
obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth, but
his own determined depravity and voluntary rejection of the Gospel; which rejection
involves him in an aggravated condemnation.



VIl. REGENERATION.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that in order to be saved, sinners must be
regenerated, or born again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the
mind that it is effected in a manner above our comprehension by the power of the Holy
Spirit in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the
Gospel; and that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance and faith, and
newness of life.

VIIl. REPENTANCE AND FAITH.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that repentance and faith are sacred duties, and also
inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating Spirit of God; whereby being
deeply convinced of our guilt, danger and helplessness and of the way of salvation by
Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned contrition confession, and supplication for mercy;
at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as our prophet, priest and king,
and relying on him alone as the only and all-sufficient Saviour.

1X. GOD’S PURPOSE OF GRACE.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that the election is the eternal purpose of God,
according to which he graciously regenerates, sanctifies and save
sinners; that being perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, it comprehends all the
means in connection with the end; that it is a most glorious display of God’s sovereign
goodness, being infinitely free, wise holy and unchangeable; that it utterly
excludes boasting and promotes humility, love, prayer, praise, trust in God, and active
imitation of his free mercy; ascertained by its effects in all who truly believe the Gospel;
that it is the foundation of Christian assurance; and that to ascertain it with regard to
ourselves demands and deserves the utmost diligence.

X. SANCTIFICATION.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that sanctification is the process by which, according
to the will of God, we are made partakers of his holiness; that it is a progressive work; that
it is begun in regeneration; and that it is carried on in the hearts of believers by the
presence and power of the Holy Spirit, the Sealer and Comforter, in the continual use of
the appointed means especially the work of God, self-examination, self-denial, watchfulness,
and prayer.

Xl. PERSEVERANCE OF SAINTS.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that such as only are real believers as endure to the
end; that their preserving attachment to Christ is the grand mark which distinguishes
them from superficial professors; that a special Providence watches over their welfare; and
they are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.

Xll. THE LAW AND GOSPEL.
We believe that the Scriptures teach the Law of God is the eternal and unchangeable rule
of his moral government; that it is holy, just and good; and that the inability which the
Scriptures ascribe to fallen men to fulfill its precepts arise entirely from their love of sin;
to deliver them from which, and to restore them through a Mediator to unfeigned
obedience to the holy Law, is one great end of the Gospel, and of the Means of Grace
connected with the establishment of the visible church.



Xll. A GOSPEL CHURCH.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that a visible church of Christ is a congregation of
baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the Gospel;
observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by his laws; and exercising the gifts, rights,
and privileges invested in them by His Word; that its only scriptural officers are Bishops or

Pastors, and Deacons whose Qualifications, claims and duties are defined in the Epistles to
Timothy and Titus.

XIV. BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that Christian baptism is the immersion in water of a
believer, into the name of the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost; to show forth in solemn
and beautiful emblem, our faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Saviour, with its effect,
in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is prerequisite to the privileges of
a church relation; and to the Lord’s Supper, in which the members of the church, by the
sacred use of bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ;
preceded always by solemn self-examination.

XV. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that the first day of the week is the Lord’s Day, or
Christian Sabbath, and is to be kept sacred to religious purposes, by the devout

observance of all the means of grace, both private and public, and by preparation for the
rest that remaineth for the people of God.

XVI. CIVIL GOVERNMENT.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that civil government is of divine appointment, for
the interest and good order of human society; and that magistrates are to be prayed for,
conscientiously honored and obeyed; except only in things opposed to the will of our Lord

Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of the conscience, and the Prince of the Kings of the
earth.

XVIl. RIGHTEOUS AND WICKED.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that there is a radical and essential difference
between the righteous and the wicked; that such only as through faith and justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit of our God, and truly righteous in his
esteem; while all such as continue in impenitence and unbelief are in his sight wicked, and
under the curse; and this distinction holds among men both in and after death.

XVIIl. THE WORLD TO COME.
We believe that the Scriptures teach that the end of the world is approaching; that at the
last day, Christ will descend from heaven, and raise the dead from the grave for final
retribution; that a solemn separation will then take place; that the wicked will be adjudged
to endless punishment, and the righteous to endless joy; and that this judgment will fix
forever the final state of men in heaven or hell, on principles of righteousness.



G 2025-2027

A VISION FOR TRANSFORMATION

Working to Visualize a Transformed Community One Soul at a Time

Family Care Soul Care

_ |

Ministering to the Family: Ministering to the Heart & Soul:

Nursery 0-4 Mental Health & Wholeness
Children & Youth 5-17 Promoting Balance, Emotional
Young Adults 18-35 Stability, and Well-being

Men & Women 36-65 Praying Hands for Health Ministry
Marriages & Relationships

Parents, Grandparents, Single Parents
Senior Citizens/Seasoned Saints 65+

Congregational
Care

Ministering to the Spirit-  Ministering to the Ministering to the Community:

Man; Congregation TekTon Housing Enterprises, LL
Discipleship Baby Dedications Addressing Hopelessness & Homelessness
Worship Disciples Connect Team  through Affordable Housing

Spiritual Disciplines o§o=o~a\orm< Counting to One Ministries, Inc.

Life Groups Pastoral Care: Sick/Shut-In Lighthouse Street Ministry

Biblical Literacy Home Blessing/Dedications Jail/Prison Outreach

Sunday (Church) School Hour Pre-Marital Care/Weddings N.A. (Narcotics Anonymous)
Wednesday Bible Study Funeral/Bereavement Care DLH Food Pantry/Missions

Unmarried: Divorcees, Widowed (SALT) (VBS) Vacation Bible School Social Justice Ministry
: g Social Media Ministry/Outreach
Bishop Michael T. Scott I, D.Min. :
Chief Servant Transportation
Elder Tamara T. Scott, D.Min.,

Leading Lady



GBC Ministries

FAMILY CARE
Dorian Tyree

Christian Education
Elder Keoshi Gardner

Disciples Connect Team
Treasa & Anthony Bloodworth

Kingdom Couples/Married Couples
Larry & Jihan Ain Young

Men’s Ministry
Deacon Raymond Ryan, Jonathan Yarbrough,
& Johnny Edwards, Jr.

Nursey
Jakiya Horton-McReynolds

Praying Hands for Health
Kat Haley

S.A.L.T./Singles Ministry
Shauna Charles, MIT Amanda Perry, &
DIT Bobby Palmore

Seasoned Saints
Minister Marla Yarbrough

Student Fund/Scholarship
Deaconess Sadie Miles

Women'’s Ministry
Tishauna Campbell, Maggie Levi, & Rashanna Pace

Young Adult Ministry RO.Y.A.L.
Shardai & Anthony Moses

Youth Ministry

Children of Destiny, Kingdom Kids,

& Chosen Generation

Kizzy Bradford, Trinity Scott, & Jonathan Yarbrough

SPIRITUAL CARE
Elder Dr. Tamara Scott

Fine Arts/Drama
Vacant

Intercessory Prayer
Minister Marla Yarbrough

Liturgical Dance
Ashley Bolden & Chabrea Moore

Male Chorus
Lionell Ford

Media Ministry

Jim Stringer

Musician
Vacant

Praise Team
Johnny Edwards, Jr.

Total Music Ministry
Johnny Edwards, Jr.

Ushers Ministry
James M. Tucker

Vocal Coordinator
Johnny Edwards, Jr.

Youth Choir
Johnny Edwards, Jr.
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GBC Ministries

COMMUNITY CARE
Heidi Slater

Counting 2 One/TEKTON
Elder Alice Taylor

Food Pantry
Alma Snell

GBC Basketball Team
Deacon Raymond Ryan

Jail/Prison Outreach
Floyd & Margi Williams

Lighthouse Street
Elder Alice Taylor

Deacons, Deaconess, Mothers,
Trustees, & Clergy

Bereavement Care Team
Minister Patricia Daniel

Funeral Coordinator
Travis Robinson

Pastor’s Anniversary
Church Anniversary

Faith Sunday

Holy Spirit Week

Leading Lady Appreciation

Prayer Week

Missions Ministry
Dorothy Ford

Risk Management
Dexter Mitchell

Social Justice
Vic & Stacey Ledbetter

Transportation
Elder Shirley Tucker

CONGREATIONAL CARE
Deacon )Jerome Gardner

Wedding Coordinators
Tammy Mitchell & Veronica Thomas

Custodial
Trustee Michael Fair

SPECIAL EVENTS
Margi Williams

Seasoned Saints Day
Watchnight Services

Culinary Ministry
Sherry Coffey-Ezell

Hospitality

Dora Hamilton
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GBC Ministries & Servant Leaders

Ministry
Bereavement Care Team
Christian Education
Counting 2 One/TEKTON
Culinary Ministry
Custodial
Deaconess Ministry
Disciples Connect Team
Fine Arts/Drama
Food Pantry
GBC Basketball Team
Hospitality
Intercessory Prayer
Jail/Prison Outreach
Kingdom Couples/Married Couples
Lighthouse Street
Liturgical Dance
Male Chorus
Media Ministry
Men’s Ministry
Missions Ministry
Musician
Nursey
Praying Hands for Health
Risk Management
Seasoned Saints Ministry
Security Ministry
S.A.L.T./Singles Ministry
Social Justice
Student Fund/Scholarship
Total Music Ministry
Transportation
Ushers Ministry
Vocal Coordinator
Wedding Coordinator
Women’s Ministry
Young Adult Ministry R.O.Y.A.L.
Youth Choir
Youth Ministry

Children of Destiny,
Kingdom Kids, &
Chosen Generation

Servant Leaders
Minister Patricia Daniel
Elder Keoshi Gardner
Elder Alice Taylor
Sherry Coffey-Ezell

Tony Lee, Alan Snell, William Crockett, & Jerry Woods

Deaconess Sadie Miles

Treasa & Anthony Bloodworth
Vacant

Alma Snell

Deacon Raymond Ryan

Dora Hamilton

Minister Marla Yarbrough
Floyd & Margi Williams

Larry & Jihan Ain Young
Elder Alice Taylor

Ashley Bolden & Chabrea Moore
Lionell Ford

Jim Stringer

Deacon Raymond Ryan, Jonathan Yarbrough, & Johnny Edwards, Jr.

Dorothy Ford

Vacant

Jakiya Horton-McReynolds
Kat Haley

Dexter Mitchell

Minister Marla Yarbrough

Onogar Longmire

Shauna Charles, MIT Amanda Perry, & DIT Bobby Palmore

Vic & Stacey Ledbetter

Deaconess Sadie Miles

Johnny Edwards, Jr.

Elder Shirley Tucker

James M. Tucker

Johnny Edwards, Jr.

Tammy Mitchell & Veronica Thomas

Tishauna Campbell, Maggie Levi, & Rashanna Pace

Shardi & Anthony Moses
Johnny Edwards, Jr.

Kizzy Bradford, Trinity Scott, & Jonathan Yarbrough
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GBC Ministries Descriptions

Bereavement Care Team — Minister Patricia Daniel
The Bereavement Care Team serves as a beacon of hope and healing, walking alongside
individuals and families during their time of grief.

Christian Education (see Christian Education section) — Elder Keoshi Gardner
The Christian Education Ministry serves as a foundation for spiritual development and
transformation. By nurturing excitement and enthusiasm for studying God’s Word, it prepares

believers to boldly live out their faith, advancing the Kingdom and glorifying God in all aspects of
life.

Counting 2 One/TEKTON — Elder Alice Taylor
This ministry aims to address the critical need for affordable housing in our community. The goal
is to create opportunities for transformation and hope for individuals and families.

Kingdom Couples/Married Couples - Larry & Jihan Ain Young

The Kingdom Couples Ministry plays a vital role in the spiritual and relational health of the
church. By supporting and strengthening marriages, the ministry not only impacts individual
families but also contributes to a thriving church community. Through teaching, fellowship, and
service, the ministry helps couples grow in love, unity, and faith, reflecting the love of Christ to
each other.

Culinary Ministry — Sherry Coffey-Ezell

The Culinary Ministry is dedicated to providing excellent hospitality. Through the preparation,
presentation, and service of meals, the ministry fosters a welcoming environment that nurtures
fellowship for various events and occasions.

Custodial Ministry — Tony Lee, Alan Snell, William Crockett, & Jerry Woods

The Custodial Ministry is a foundational part of the church’s operations, ensuring that Galilee
Baptist Church remains a welcoming, functional, safe, and clean environment for worship and
ministry.

Deaconess Ministry — Deaconess Sadie Miles

The Deaconess Ministry is a vital part of Galilee Baptist Church’s commitment to nurturing and
supporting the congregation. Through their dedicated service, the Deaconesses reflect Christ’s
love and compassion, providing spiritual care and practical support that strengthens the church
family.

Disciples Connect Team— Treasa & Anthony Bloodworth

The Disciples Connect Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church plays a vital role in welcoming
individuals into the church family and nurturing their growth as disciples of Christ. By providing
orientation, support, and connection, this ministry ensures that new members are fully integrated
into the life of the church and equipped to participate in its mission

Fine Arts Ministry - Vacant

The Fine Arts Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church offers a unique and creative form of worship
that glorifies God through various artistic expressions. By using visual arts, drama, music, and
other creative mediums to communicate the Gospel, this ministry enriches the spiritual life of the
congregation, enhancing the worship experience and inspiring those who participate.

Through unity, creativity, and dedication, the Fine Arts Ministry serves as a powerful expression
of God's love and a visible testimony of His Kingdom.

13



GBC Ministries Descriptions

Food Pantry — Alma Snell

To serve the church by building bridges in the community with organizations that partner in
providing food assistance, fulfilling our mission to support those in need and promote spiritual
growth through service.

GBC Basketball Team — Deacon Raymond Ryan, President

The GBC Basketball Team plays a vital role in promoting fellowship, spiritual growth, and
healthy competition through sports. This ministry aligns with the church’s vision of being a
Kingdom-focused, Christ-centered community, fostering teamwork, sportsmanship, and
Christian values among participants while serving as a positive outreach to the community.

Hospitality Ministry — Dora Hamilton

The Hospitality Ministry is a cornerstone of Galilee Baptist Church’s commitment to being a
welcoming and Christ-centered community. Through their warm, gracious service, members of
this ministry create an environment where everyone feels valued and inspired to grow in their
faith and connection with God’s family.

Intercessory Prayer — Minister Marla Yarbrough

The Intercessory Prayer Ministry supports the spiritual needs of the congregation and the broader
community, serving as a powerful tool for transformation and healing. The Intercessory Prayer
Ministry encourages believers to grow in their relationship with God and actively participate in
intercession, ensuring that prayer remains a cornerstone of the church’s life and mission.

Jail/Prison Outreach — Floyd & Margi Williams

The Jail/Prison Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church plays a vital role in demonstrating the love
and hope of Christ to those who are often forgotten by society. Through intentional outreach,
teaching, and discipleship, this ministry aims to transform lives, restore hope, and equip
individuals to walk in faith and freedom.

Lighthouse Street Ministry — Elder Alice Taylor

The Lighthouse Street Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church shines the light of Christ into the
community, offering hope, love, and tangible support to those in need. By meeting people where
they are and addressing both spiritual and physical needs, this ministry serves as a powerful

example of the Gospel in action, transforming lives and building God's Kingdom.

Liturgical Dance — Ashley Bolden & Chabrea Moore

Dance Ministry: For His Glory — Children/Youth

Dance Ministry: Belles of Galilee — Seasoned Saints

Liturgical Dance Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church offers a unique and expressive form of
worship that glorifies God through movement and artistry. By using dance as a medium to
communicate the Gospel, this ministry enhances the spiritual life of the congregation, deepening
the experience of worship and enriching the lives of those who participate. Through unity,
creativity, and dedication, the Liturgical Dance Ministry serves as a powerful expression of God's
love and a witness to His Kingdom.

Male Chorus — Lionell Ford

Male Chorus Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church is dedicated to lifting up the name of Jesus
through song and testimony. This ministry not only enhances the worship experience but also
provides a platform for spiritual growth, brotherhood, and outreach. Through the combined
voices of the men of the church, the Male Chorus serves as a powerful instrument for glorifying
God, proclaiming His Word, and encouraging the body of Christ in their faith.
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GBC Ministries Descriptions

Media Ministry — Jim Stringer

Media Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church plays a crucial role in expanding the church’s reach,
supporting worship, and communicating the Gospel to a broader audience. By utilizing modern
technology, the ministry helps create an engaging and dynamic environment for worship and
ministry. Through dedication, creativity, and technical excellence, the Media Ministry serves as a
vital tool in advancing the Kingdom of God, connecting with people both locally and globally, and
fostering an environment where the Word of God can be heard and seen in new and impactful
ways.

Men'’s Ministry - Deacon Raymond Ryan, Jonathan Yarbrough, & Johnny Edwards, Jr.

Men's Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church plays a vital role in helping men grow in their faith,
build meaningful relationships, and serve others. Through discipleship, fellowship, and service, this
ministry strengthens the church body and empowers men to become effective leaders in their
families, workplaces, and communities. The Men's Ministry Coordinator provides the leadership
and vision needed to guide this ministry, ensuring that men are equipped to live out their faith
and fulfill God’s calling in their lives.

Missions Ministry — Dorothy Ford, President

The Mission Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church is dedicated to fulfilling the Great Commission by
engaging the church in both local and global outreach. Through the leadership of the Missions
Ministry, the church is empowered to meet the physical and spiritual needs of people in the
community and around the world.

Musician — Vacant

The Musician Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church is a vital part of worship, serving to glorify God
and inspire the congregation through music. By offering their gifts and talents, the members of
this ministry create an environment where hearts are drawn to Christ, and the church body is
unified in praise. Through preparation, prayer, and performance, this ministry advances the
mission of the church and encourages all to worship in spirit and truth.

Nursery — Jakiya Horton-McReynolds

Nursery Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church plays a foundational role in fostering a Christ-centered
environment for children and families. By providing exceptional care and introducing the youngest
members of the church to God’s love, this ministry nurtures the seeds of faith that will grow
throughout their lives.

Praying Hands for Health — Kat Haley

The Praying Hands for Health Ministry plays a crucial role in fostering a healthy and vibrant
church community. Through prayer, education, and service, this ministry helps individuals thrive
physically, emotionally, and spiritually. By advancing GBC’s mission and vision, the leader will
contribute to building a Kingdom-focused, Christ-centered congregation that honors God through
holistic well-being and growth.

Risk Management — Dexter Mitchell

The Risk Management Coordinator plays a critical role in ensuring the safety and security of
Galilee Baptist Church’s members, visitors, and activities. Through diligent risk assessments, policy
development, and safety training, this ministry helps create an environment where all can worship
and serve without concern. By proactively identifying potential hazards and providing effective
solutions, the Risk Management Ministry contributes to the overall well-being of the congregation.
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GBC Ministries Descriptions

Seasoned Saints Ministry — Minister Marla Yarbrough

If you are 65 and over, you need to know that your best days are yet to come. The Seasoned
Saints Ministry is integral to nurturing the spiritual growth and well-being of members of Galilee
Baptist Church. By offering support, fellowship, and opportunities for service, this ministry enables
seasoned saints to continue their journey of faith while sharing their wisdom with the broader
church community. This ministry helps foster a sense of belonging, honoring the contributions of
seasoned saints, and ensuring they remain active participants in the life of the church.

S.AL.T./Single Ministry — Shauna Charles, MIT Amanda Perry, & DIT Bobby Palmore

S.A.LT. (Single Adults Living True)

The Singles Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church provides a vital opportunity for individuals to grow
spiritually, build meaningful relationships, and support one another in their journeys of faith. By
creating a welcoming environment for single adults, this ministry encourages connection, personal
development, and spiritual maturity. This ministry offers a space where individuals can thrive in
both their walk with Christ and their relationships with others.

Social Justice — Vic & Stacey Ledbetter

The Social Justice Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church plays a crucial role in advancing the Kingdom
of God by advocating for justice, equality, and compassion in both the church and the broader
community. By aligning with the church's mission to fulfill the Great Commission, this ministry
empowers individuals to stand up for those who are marginalized, oppressed, and underserved.
Through advocacy, education, and active involvement in addressing societal issues, the Social
Justice Ministry exemplifies Christ’s love and calls the congregation to action in living out their
faith through justice and service.

Student Fund — Deaconess Sadie Miles

The GBC Student Fund is a vital ministry that provides financial assistance to students, this
ministry enables young people to pursue higher education while strengthening their Christian
faith and commitment to service. Through the Student Fund, we not only support academic
success but also invest in the spiritual and personal growth of our students, equipping them to
serve God and the community.

Total Music Ministry - Johnny Edwards, Jr.

Praise Team — Johnny Edwards, Jr., MIT Nikia Walker-Hall

Male Chorus — Lionell Ford

Youth Choir — Johnny Edwards, Jr.

Special Occasions Choirs
The Total Music Ministry is vital to the life of Galilee Baptist Church, uniting the congregation in
worship, equipping members for service, and proclaiming the gospel through the transformative
power of music. By fostering spiritual growth and musical excellence, this ministry supports GBC’s
mission to advance the Kingdom of God through Worship, Word, and Witness. The Total Music
Ministry encompasses the Praise Team, Adult choir, Male Chorus, and Youth choir.

Transportation Ministry — Elder Shirley Tucker, President

The Transportation Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church plays a crucial role in ensuring that all
members, regardless of their circumstances, have access to church services and events. By
providing reliable and safe transportation. Through the dedication of volunteers and effective
coordination, the Transportation Ministry ensures that no one is left behind, promoting spiritual
growth and engagement within the congregation.
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GBC Ministries Descriptions

Ushers — James M. Tucker

The Ushers Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church plays an essential role in creating a welcoming and
orderly environment for all who attend services and events. Their dedication to serving with
warmth and professionalism enhances the worship experience, ensuring that every individual feels
valued and respected. The Ushers support the flow of services and offering assistance where
needed.

Vocal Coordinator — Johnny Edwards, Jr.

The Vocal Coordinator Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church plays a vital role in leading the
congregation in heartfelt worship and advancing the mission of the church. Through their
leadership, musical expertise, and spiritual guidance, the Vocal Coordinator fosters an atmosphere
of worship that brings glory to God and uplifts His people. By aligning with the mission to
advance the Kingdom of God through Worship, Word, and Witness, and the vision of being a
Kingdom-focused, Christ-centered ministry, the Vocal Coordinator empowers the church to grow
spiritually while creating worship experiences that honor God and inspire His people.

Wedding Coordinator — Tammy Mitchell & Veronica Thomas

The Wedding Coordinators at GBC is vital in ensuring that couples experience a smooth, joyful,
and Christ-centered celebration of their union. By providing guidance, support, and organization,
the coordinators uphold the sanctity of the marriage ceremony while fostering a sense of peace
and order for all involved. Through their service, the Wedding Coordinators Ministry helps create
memorable, meaningful experiences that honor God and celebrate love within our congregation
and community.

Women'’s Ministry — Tishauna Campbell, Maggie Levi, & Rashanna Pace

The Women’s Ministry at GBC is dedicated to nurturing women in their faith, empowering them
for service, and creating a supportive environment where they can grow and thrive. By offering
opportunities for fellowship, spiritual growth, and service, the ministry helps women become
stronger disciples of Christ, supporting both their personal walks and the mission of the church.

Young Adult Ministry R.0.Y.A.L. — Shardi & Anthony Moses

R.O.Y.ALL. (Relentless Overcoming Young Adult Leaders)

(18-35 yrs. old)

The Young Adult Ministry R.O.Y.A.L. at GBC plays a vital role in equipping the next generation of
leaders and disciples for Christ. By fostering spiritual growth, encouraging fellowship, and
providing opportunities for service, this ministry helps young adults deepen their relationship
with God and live out their faith in meaningful ways. Through intentional outreach, support, and
discipleship, the ministry fulfills its purpose of advancing the Kingdom of God and empowering

young adults to make a lasting impact for Christ in their communities and beyond.

Youth Choir — Johnny Edwards, Jr.

The Youth Choir at GBC serves as a vital ministry, offering young people the opportunity to grow
spiritually and musically while glorifying God through song. By combining worship, fellowship,
and discipleship, the choir helps foster a lifelong love for worship and service. Through their
voices and commitment, choir members inspire others to experience God’s presence and power,
advancing His Kingdom one note at a time.
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GBC Ministries Descriptions

Youth Ministry — Kizzy Bradford, Trinity Scott, & Jonathan Yarbrough

The Youth Ministry at Galilee Baptist Church—comprising Children of Destiny (ages 0-5),
Kingdom Kids (grades K-5), and Chosen Generation (middle and high school students)—is
designed to nurture young people in their spiritual growth and equip them to live as disciples of
Christ. This ministry provides a Christ-centered environment that fosters spiritual development,
biblical learning, fellowship, and service opportunities. The goal is to empower the next
generation to embrace their identity in Christ, live boldly in faith, and contribute to advancing

God’s Kingdom.
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Christian Education

Elder Keoshi Gardner, Director

The mission of Christian Education at Galilee Baptist Church (GBC) is to nurture disciples of
Jesus Christ by providing biblical teaching, spiritual formation, and practical application of God’s
Word. Through structured programs, intentional mentoring, and engaging study, we aim to
equip believers of all ages to grow in their faith, discover their spiritual gifts, and live out their
God-given purpose in service to the Kingdom.

Biblical Foundation:

To ensure that all teaching is rooted in the Holy Scriptures, fostering a deep understanding of
God’s Word and its relevance to daily life.

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness.” (2 Timothy 3:16)

Spiritual Growth:

To encourage spiritual maturity through personal and corporate study, prayer, and worship,
helping believers grow in their relationship with Christ.

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18)

Discipleship Development:

To equip members to become lifelong disciples who, in turn, make other disciples.

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

Practical Application:
To help members apply biblical principles to their personal, family, and community lives,
promoting Christ-like living in all areas.

Generational Teaching:

To provide age-appropriate Christian education programs for children, youth, adults, and
seniors, ensuring the Word of God is accessible and engaging for all stages of life.

Equipping for Service:

To help members identify their spiritual gifts and use them in service to God and the church,
fulfilling their unique roles in the Body of Christ.

“To equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”
(Ephesians 4:12)
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Christian Education Programs at GBC

Sunday School/Life Groups:
Engaging Bible study classes for all age groups.

Bible Study Groups:
Weekly deep dives into God’s Word for practical life application.

Disciples Connect Orientation:
Foundational teachings to equip new members with a clear understanding of their faith and
responsibilities.

Youth & Children's Ministry:
Programs are designed to instill biblical values and teach the next generation about God’s
love.

Workshops & Seminars:
Special events to address specific topics like spiritual gifts, leadership, and family relationships.

Leadership Training:
Equipping church leaders with biblical knowledge and skills to effectively serve their
ministries.

The ultimate goal of Christian Education at Galilee Baptist Church is to build a Christ-centered
community where every believer is empowered to live out their faith, make disciples, and reflect
God’s love in the world. By fostering biblical knowledge, spiritual growth, and active service.

Bible Study
Worship on Wednesday (WOW) Evening Bible Study
Virtually held on YouTube/Facebook from 6:00 — 7:30 pm

Prayer
Wednesday Morning Prayer
Join us every Wednesday Morning Prayer from 6:00-6:15 am EST
by dialing 1-(857) 216-6700, Access Code 959907
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Ways to Watch Galilee Live Broadcast
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/gbckazoo/

YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/@thegalileebaptistchurch2008

Watch Live

https://www.gbckazoo.org/watch-live/

Galilee Store
Shop Apparel: https://www.purekalamazoo.com/galilee
Shop Books & More: https://www.gbckazoo.org/shop/

Ways To Give

In-Person (use the Baskets)

CashAPP: $GalileeBaptist

Givelify: — go to https://giv.li/qz4xwy

SecureGive — text $ amount to 269-231-8881

Kiosk (in the Narthex)

Home Computer — go to https://app.securegive.com/GBCKazoo

Mail your contributions or drop them off at the church (check or money order)

to 1216 North Westnedge Avenue Kalamazoo, Ml 49007

Contact the Church

Administrative Assistant Church E-Mail Address

MIT Shenique White (Tue-Fri)

Church Office Hours Church’s Website Address
Tuesday — Friday: 9:00 am — 4:00 pm www.gbckazoo.org
Church Office Phone Address

(269) 349-5597

Church Fax
(269) 349-7475

The Galilee Baptist Church
1216 N. Westnedge Avenue
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007

Galilee@gbckazoo.org
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Bishop

Appendix

Bishop
Clergy/Minister
Deacon
Deaconess
Layman
Ministry
Servant Leader

Job or Ministry

Community Care
Congregational Care

Family Care
Spiritual Care

Smith's Bible Dictionary - Bishop

The word originally signified an "overseer” or spiritual superintendent. The titles
bishop and elder, or presbyter, were essentially equivalent. Bishop is from the
Greek, and denotes one who exercises the function of overseeing. Presbyter was
derived from the office in the synagogue. Of the order in which the first elders or

bishops were appointed, as of the occasion which led to the institution of the office,
we have no record. The duties of the bishop-elders appear to have been as follows:

General superintendence over the spiritual well-being of the flock.

The work of teaching, both publicly and privately.
(1 Thessalonians 5:12 ; Titus 1:9 ; 1 Timothy 5:17 )

The work of visiting the sick, (James 5:14 )
Among other acts of charity, that of receiving strangers occupied a conspicuous
place. (1 Timothy 3:2 ; Titus 1:8 )
Peter calls Christ "the shepherd and bishop of your souls.” (1 Peter 2:25 )
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In the Bible, a "bishop” (from the Greek "episkopos,” meaning "overseer”) signifies a
leader or spiritual supervisor within a local church, responsible for teaching,
guiding, and caring for the flock.

Here's a more detailed breakdown:

Biblical Meaning:
The term "bishop” is a translation of the Greek word "episkopos,” which means
"overseer” or "supervisor".

Synonyms:
In the New Testament, the terms "bishop,” "elder," and "pastor” are often used
interchangeably to describe the same leadership role within a local church.

Responsibilities:

Bishops are tasked with:

" Spiritual Leadership: Guiding and overseeing the spiritual well-being of the
congregation.
Teaching: Preaching the Word of God and ensuring sound doctrine.
Care and Visitation: Visiting the sick, offering comfort, and serving the needs
of the community.
Discipline and Oversight: Maintaining order and addressing issues within the

church.

Qualifications:
The qualifications for becoming a bishop are outlined in the Pastoral
Epistles (1 Timothy and Titus) and include:
Integrity: Being blameless, above reproach, and having a good reputation.

Spiritual Maturity: Demonstrating spiritual maturity and a love for God's
Word.
" Ability to Teach: Being able to effectively teach and communicate God's
Word.
Family Life: Being a husband of one wife (in the context of the time) and
having a well-ordered household.
Temperance and Self-Control: Being temperate, self-controlled, and not
given to excessive drinking or anger.

Early Church Context:
In the early church, the term "bishop” referred to the leaders of local
congregations, often serving as a team of elders or presbyters.

Modern Usage:

Many denominations and church traditions continue to use the term "bishop”
to refer to leaders within their structures, often with responsibilities that
extend beyond a single local church.

23



Clergy/Minister

In a biblical context, "clergy” refers to the body of ordained ministers or religious
officials within a Christian church, set apart for specific ministerial and leadership
functions, distinct from the laity, who are the general congregation.

Origin of the Term:
The word "clergy" comes from the Greek word "kleros,” meaning "lot" or
"inheritance,” which was used to describe those who were chosen by lot to serve

God.

Biblical Context:

While the terms "clergy” and "laity” don't appear in the Bible, the concept of a
distinct group of leaders within the church is evident in the New Testament, with
the Twelve Apostles and the Seventy being commissioned for service.

Clergy vs. Laity:
The clergy is distinguished from the laity, who are the general members of the
church who are not ordained for specific ministerial roles.

Hierarchy:

In some Christian traditions, such as the Roman Catholic Church, the clergy is
organized hierarchically, with bishops, priests, and deacons forming the main
orders.

Examples of Clergy:

" Priests: In Catholicism and some Protestant denominations like Anglicanism,
the leader of a church congregation is called a priest.
Pastors: In most Protestant denominations, these leaders are called pastors.
Bishops: Bishops are leaders within the church hierarchy, often overseeing a
group of churches or a diocese.
Deacons: Deacons assist priests or pastors in various tasks, such as preaching,
teaching, and administering sacraments.

Biblical Passages:

" 1 Timothy 3:2-7: This passage describes the qualifications for an "overseer" (a
leader in the church), emphasizing the importance of character and ability to
lead.

Matthew 23:8-11: Jesus warns against the use of honorific titles that would
draw the distinction between believers, emphasizing that all are brothers and
sisters in Christ.

In the Bible, "minister” signifies a "servant” or "attendant,” often used to describe those
who serve God, the church, or others, whether in a religious or civil capacity.
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Old Testament Context:

" In the Old Testament, "minister” can refer to attendants of high-ranking
individuals, royal court officials, or priests and Levites serving in the sanctuary.
Examples include Joshua, the servant of Moses (Exodus 33:11), and the servants
of Elisha (2 Kings 4:43).

Other examples include attendants at court (2 Chronicles 22:8) and the priests
and Levites (Jeremiah 33:21; Ezekiel 44:1).

New Testament Context:
In the New Testament, the Greek word "diakonos" is often translated as
"minister” or "servant,” emphasizing the servant nature of ministry.
Jesus himself is presented as the ultimate example of a minister, as he came "not
to be served, but to serve” (Matthew 20:28).

The apostle Paul frequently refers to himself and others as ministers of the
Gospel, emphasizing qualities like faithfulness, humility, and dedication to the
truth.

Examples include Paul and Apollos (1 Corinthians 3:5), Tychicus (Ephesians
6:21), Epaphras (Colossians 1:7), Timothy (1 Thessalonians 3:2), and Christ
(Romans 15:8).

Modern Usage:

" In modern religious contexts, "minister” often refers to a person who leads
worship services, administers a church, or conducts weddings and funerals.
A true Christian minister is seen as someone gifted by God for church
leadership (1 Corinthians 12:28-29).

Key Biblical Passages:

" 1 Corinthians 4:: "So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and
stewards of the mysteries of God."
Matthew 20:28: "just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life as a ransom for many".
2 Corinthians 3:6: "He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—
not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life".

Deacon

New Members coming into Galilee Baptist Church are to have a Deacon assigned to
them. 1f for some reason you have not been assigned a Deacon, please notify the
Church’s Administrative Assistant. Your assigned Deacon’s responsibility is to pray
for you and your family.

To provide communion if you are unable to attend Communion services. Deacons
also assist the Pastor in ministering to the congregation in winning souls.
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In the Bible, a "deacon” (from the Greek word "diakonos,” meaning "servant") is a
designated member of the local church who assists in practical ways, meeting the
material and logistical needs of the congregation, allowing elders to focus on
spiritual leadership.

Here's a more detailed breakdown of the biblical understanding of deacons:
Key Biblical References and Meanings:

Acts 6:-7: This passage describes the early church's need for assistance with the
distribution of food and care for widows, leading to the appointment of seven
men to serve as deacons.

1 Timothy 3:8-13: This passage outlines qualifications for deacons, emphasizing
character, integrity, and ability to manage a household.

The Greek word "diakonos" (deacon): Means "servant” or "minister”.

Biblical Responsibilities of Deacons:
Serving the Needs of the Church:

Deacons are to assist the elders in meeting the practical and material needs of
the congregation, allowing elders to focus on prayer and the ministry of the
word.

Practical Service:
Deacons may assist with tasks like distributing food, caring for the poor,
organizing events, or managing church resources.

Model Servants:
Deacons are to be examples of good character and service, demonstrating
humility and a willingness to serve others.

Supporting the Ministry of the Word:
Deacons are to help ensure that the church's ministry of the word is not
hindered by logistical or practical concerns.

Protecting Church Unity:
Deacons can play a role in maintaining unity within the church by addressing
conflicts and promoting fellowship.

Mobilizing Ministry:
Deacons can help mobilize the congregation for service and ministry, both
within the church and in the community.

Biblical Qualifications for Deacons (1 Timothy 3:8-13):
Dignified: They should be respectable and honorable.
Not Double-Tongued: They should be honest and sincere.
Not Addicted to Wine: They should be temperate and avoid excessive drinking.
Not Greedy for Dishonest Gain: They should not be motivated by personal gain.
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Sound in Faith and Life: They should have a clear conscience and be faithful in
their faith.

Blameless: They should be of good character and reputation.

Example of Deacons in the Bible:

Seven Deacons:
Acts 6:1-6 describes the appointment of seven men to serve as deacons, likely
to address the needs of the growing church in Jerusalem.

Deaconess

In the Bible, a "deaconess” (or deacon) refers to a woman who serves the church,
often in roles of service and ministry, with examples like Phoebe in Romans 1611,
described as a "servant” of the church.

Here's a more detailed look at the biblical concept of deaconesses:
What does "deaconess” mean in the Bible?

The Greek word "diakonos" (from which "deacon” and "deaconess” are derived)
means "servant” or "minister”.

In the New Testament, the term "deacon" is used for both men and women who
serve in the church.

The role of a deacon is one of service, not leadership or authority.

Some scholars believe that Phoebe, mentioned in Romans 16:1, was a deaconess,
a woman who served the church in Cenchrea.

What was the role of deaconess in the Bible?

Service and Ministry:
Deaconesses, like deacons, were called to serve the church and its members.

Care for the Poor and Sick:
Deacons and deaconesses were involved in caring for the needs of the poor,
widows, and the sick.

Other Ministries:
They could also be involved in other ministries, such as evangelism, teaching,
and helping with the practical needs of the church.

Phoebe:

Phoebe, mentioned in Romans 161, is described as a "servant” of the church in
Cenchrea, and some believe she was a deaconess who helped Paul and the
church.

Biblical Qualifications for Deacons (1 Timothy 3:8-13):
Dignified: They should be respectable and honorable.
Not Double-Tongued: They should be honest and sincere.
Not Addicted to Wine: They should be temperate and avoid excessive drinking.
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Not Greedy for Dishonest Gain: They should not be motivated by personal gain.

Sound in Faith and Life: They should have a clear conscience and be faithful in
their faith.

Blameless: They should be of good character and reputation.

Godly Wife (or Deaconess): Some scholars believe this verse refers to a
Deaconess, while others believe it refers to a deacon's wife.

Layman

In a biblical context, a "layman” (or "layperson") refers to an individual who is not
ordained into the priesthood or does not hold a formal religious office, but is a
member of the religious community or congregation.

Here's a more detailed explanation:

Definition:

The term "layman” signifies someone who is not part of the clergy or religious
leadership, but is a member of the laity, which is the general body of church
members who are not ordained.

Role:

Laypeople are expected to follow the laws and commandments of God, live
according to their faith, and participate in the life of the church or religious
community.

Examples:
In many Christian denominations, anyone who is not a deacon, priest, or bishop
is considered a layman or laywoman.

Historical Context:

The term "lay" was first introduced in Clement's Epistle to the Corinthians to
the Christian Church during the 1st century CE.

Lay Ministry:

While ministry is often associated with ordained clergy, there are opportunities
for laypeople to engage in ministry, such as through volunteer work, teaching,
or serving in other capacities.

Lay Duties:

Laypeople are expected to support their leaders, avoid causing division, and be
available to help when asked.
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Ministry

What Is Ministry?

We are all called to do ministry and even minister, but in all kinds of different ways
so that the gospel can be proclaimed, the kingdom can be built, and God can be
glorified — it is the calling of God.

In the Bible, "ministry” broadly refers to service, whether to God or to others in His
name, encompassing various roles and activities. It's about using one's gifts and
talents to serve and build up the community of faith.

In the Greek language used in the New Testament, the term always centers on acts
of service to others. 1t sometimes carries the more powerful connotation of
servitude or slavery to God. So, ministry implies a sense of being duty-bound to
work under God's authority as His loyal servant.

7 Types of Ministries

The seven-fold ministry, often referenced in Christian circles, refers to the roles
of deacon, evangelist, elder, prophet, teacher, apostle, and pastor.

Here's a more detailed breakdown:

Deacon: Serves the practical needs of the church and community, often focusing
on outreach and compassion.

Evangelist: Focuses on sharing the gospel message and making disciples.

Elder: Provides spiritual leadership and guidance to the church, often serving as
pastors or overseers.

Prophet: Receives and delivers messages from God, often with a focus on
encouragement and direction.

Teacher: Equips and trains believers in the Word of God.

Apostle: Foundational leaders who established churches and shared the gospel
message.

Pastor: Shepherds the flock, providing spiritual care and leadership.

Servant Leader

In the Bible, a servant leader, modeled after Jesus, is someone who prioritizes the
needs and well-being of others, demonstrating humility, selflessness, and a desire to
serve, rather than being served.

Here's a more detailed look at the concept:
Jesus as the Ultimate Example:
Jesus's actions, particularly washing his disciples' feet (John 13:1-17), exemplify
servant leadership, demonstrating that true leadership involves service and
humility.
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Key Characteristics:
Humility: Servant leaders are not driven by ego or a desire for power, but
rather by a desire to serve others.
Selflessness: They prioritize the needs and well-being of those they lead,
putting their own interests aside.
Love and Compassion: They demonstrate genuine care and concern for
others, mirroring Jesus's love for humanity.
Leading by Example: They lead by demonstrating the values they want to see
in others, rather than just giving orders.
Empowerment: They seek to empower others, helping them grow and
develop their potential.
Listening and Empathy: They actively listen to and understand the needs and
perspectives of others.
Focus on the Greater Good: They are focused on the overall mission and
purpose, rather than personal gain or recognition.

Blbhca] Examples:
Moses: Moses, as a leader of the Israelites, demonstrated servant leadership
by advocating for his people and interceding with God on their behalf.
David: David, despite his flaws, is often seen as a leader after God's own
heart, demonstrating a desire to serve God and his people.
Joshua: Joshua, who led the Israelites into the Promised Land, is portrayed as
a courageous and obedient leader who followed God's will.

Scnptura] References:
Mark 10:45: "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many."
John 13:34: "A new command 1 give you: Love one another. As 1 have loved
you, so you must love one another."
Colossians 3:23: "Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not
for men."
1 Peter 5:3: "But be shepherds of God's flock, caring for them and not being
bossed around by them.”

Beneﬁts of Servant Leadership:
Stronger Relationships: Servant leadership fosters trust and positive
relationships within a team or organization.
Increased Motivation: When people feel valued and cared for, they are more
likely to be motivated and engaged.
Improved Performance: Servant leadership can lead to better performance
and outcomes, as people are more likely to work towards a common goal
when they feel valued and supported.
Greater Fulfillment: Servant leaders find fulfillment in serving others and
making a positive impact.
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Job or Ministry?

Some people have a job in the church.
Others involve themselves in ministry.

What's the difference?

If you do it just because no one else will...it's a job!

If you do it to serve God...it'’s a ministry!

If you quit because someone criticized you...it’s a job!

If you kept on serving in spite of criticism...it’s a ministry!

If you'll do it only so long as it doesn’t interfere with other things...it’s a job!
If you're committed to staying with it, even when it means letting other things

go...it'’s a ministry!

If you quit because no one ever praised or thanked you...it’s a job!
If you stay even though no one notices your efforts...it's a ministry!

If you do it because someone else said it needs to be done...it’s a job!
If you do it because you sensed God saying it needs to be done...it’s a ministry!

It's hard to get excited about a job.
It's almost impossible not to get excited about a ministry!

An average church is filled with people doing jobs!
A great and growing church is filled with people involved in ministry!

Pew Potatoes

Far too many churches live in the 80/20 world, where 80% of the people do
20% of the work and 20% of the people do 80% of the work.

However, all the work volunteers are doing will help show others all the ways

there are to serve in the church, and inspire more of them to ask how they can
help in the future.
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Differences Between Ministry and a Job

The difference between a career and ministry is that a career is a job that you choose,
while ministry is a calling from God. In a career, you expect to receive something in return
for your work, while in ministry, you expect to give something back to the community.

If your concern is success, it's a job.
If your concern is faithfulness and service, it's a ministry.
If God calls you to a ministry, don't treat it like a job!

Focus Authority

Ministry is people. For ministry: God.

Job is task. For job: me.

Vision Attitude

Ministry is eternal. Ministry becomes a privilege.
Job is temporal. Job becomes a right.

Service Longevity

Ministry is an opportunity. In ministry we are with God.
Job is an inconvenience. In job we are alone.

Time

In ministry time is short.
In job the clock is watched.

"Lord, strengthen your servants and move us to a true sense of ministry and service,
through Your abundant grace. Amen."
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Community Care

From a Christian perspective, community care involves loving and serving others,
especially those in need, as an expression of faith and a reflection of God's love, rooted
in the teachings of Jesus and the Bible.

Here's a more detailed explanation:

Love Your Neighbor:

A core principle is to "love your neighbor as yourself" (Mark 12:31), extending
compassion and kindness to all, regardless of background or differences.

Serving Others:

Christians are called to actively serve and care for their communities, addressing
both physical and spiritual needs.

Biblical Basis:

The Bible emphasizes the importance of community, fellowship, and caring for the
vulnerable, marginalized, and those in need.

Examples of Community Care:

Volunteering: Many Christians volunteer their time and skills to help local
charities, food banks, and other organizations.

Supporting Local Businesses: Encouraging and supporting local businesses can
help strengthen the community and create jobs.

Providing Resources: Churches and Christian organizations often provide
resources like food, shelter, and counseling to those in need.

Spiritual Care: Offering spiritual support, prayer, and encouragement to others
is also a form of community care.

Importance of Community:

Christian community provides a space for growth in love, support, and
accountability, allowing believers to share burdens and joys.

Jesus as a Model:

Jesus modeled community care through his actions, showing compassion, healing
the sick, and serving others.

Christian Care in Global Healthcare Missions:

Christian medical missions provide care to those who have been overlooked or
marginalized by society, offering healthcare to the homeless, refugees, or
impoverished rural communities.

Community engagement is a tangible way for Christians to live out this
commandment. It is an opportunity to actively demonstrate love and care for the
people who live around us, reflecting the love of Christ in our actions.
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Congregational Care

From a Christian perspective, congregational care is about fostering a sense of
belonging and support within a church community, mirroring Jesus' example of servant
ministry and caring for others, and encompassing spiritual, physical, emotional, and
relational needs.

Here's a more detailed explanation:
Core Principles:

Rooted in Jesus' Example:

Congregational care is modeled after Jesus' teachings and actions, emphasizing
compassion, service, and love for others.

Community Focus:

It's about the church as a whole caring for its members, not just the pastor's
responsibility.

Spiritual, Physical, Emotional, and Relational Needs:

Congregational care addresses the various needs of individuals within the church
family, including spiritual guidance, practical help, emotional support, and
strengthening relationships.

Every Member is Gifted:

Recognizing that every Christian is called to ministry and has unique gifts to offer,
congregational care seeks to equip and empower members to participate in caring
for others.

Examples of Congregational Care:

Prayer Ministry:

Praying for one another, both individually and as a group, is a fundamental aspect
of congregational care.

Visitation:

Visiting those who are sick, homebound, or in need, offering companionship and
support.

Support Groups:

Providing a safe and supportive environment for individuals facing difficult
challenges, such as grief, addiction, or illness.

Practical Help:

Offering meals, transportation, or other practical assistance to those in need.
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Mentoring:

Providing guidance and support to younger members or those seeking to grow in
their faith.

Hospitality:
Creating a welcoming and inclusive environment for all members and visitors.

Small Group Ministry:

Facilitating opportunities for members to connect with one another in smaller
groups, fostering deeper relationships and accountability.

Diaconate:
A group of trained individuals who provide care and support to the congregation,
often focusing on the needs of those who are marginalized or vulnerable.

At its core, Congregational Care is about fostering a sense of belonging and support
within a church family. Rooted in the teachings of Jesus Christ, it's the very essence of
what it means to be a part of a thriving Christian community

By prioritizing member well-being and nurturing deep spiritual connections, churches
can fortify the bonds that tie their members together. This article delves into the
transformative power of an active congregational care ministry, spotlighting its pivotal
role in reinforcing church ties and offering genuine pastoral care.

The Biblical Roots of Congregational Care

Congregational care was introduced in the Bible, so the essence of community care
becomes evident when we turn to scripture. Jesus, in His lifetime, epitomized the spirit
of care by reaching out to the marginalized, healing the sick, and offering solace to the
broken-hearted. His acts of compassion serve as inspiring lessons in pastoral care,
guiding his followers on how to uphold and nurture their community.

The early Christian community took these teachings to heart. Acts of communal
worship, sharing of resources, and mutual support were integral to their daily lives.
This sense of unity and care was not just a hallmark of their faith; it was their
strength, allowing them to grow and spread the message of love.

Even today, the ethos of congregational care remains just as relevant. As members face
the challenges of modern life, the church is a place of hope and support. The journey
through hardship is more bearable when one has a community to lean on.
Understanding suffering and the church's role allows us to see how congregational care
can guide members through their toughest times.
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Family Care

From a Christian perspective, family care encompasses providing for the physical,
emotional, and spiritual needs of family members, emphasizing love, support, and
responsibility, as outlined in scripture and Christian teachings.

Here's a more detailed explanation:

Biblical Foundation:

The Bible emphasizes the importance of family, with God establishing families
from the beginning.

Responsibilities:

Parents: Parents are responsible for raising their children in love and
righteousness, providing for their needs, and teaching them about God.

Children: Children are expected to honor and obey their parents.

Spouses: Husbands and wives are to love and care for each other, and families
should support each other through difficult times.

Spiritual Nurture:

Christian families have a responsibility to raise their children in the faith, teaching
them about God's love and the principles of the Bible.

Care for Vulnerable Family Members:

Christians are encouraged to care for elderly parents, sick family members, and
those in need within their families.

Serving God through Family:

Caring for one's family is seen as a way of serving God, as family is a reflection of
God's character and a place where people can experience God's love.

Examples in Scripture:
" Jesus' Family: Jesus himself was born into a family and submitted to his earthly
parents, demonstrating the importance of family.

Paul's Teaching: The apostle Paul emphasized the importance of family and the
responsibility of believers to care for their own.

Early Church: The early church cared for widows, orphans, and the poor,
demonstrating their commitment to family care.
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Spiritual Care

Spiritual Care is an aspect of healthcare that supports the inner person (spirit/soul) to
help individuals deal with health challenges, focusing on concerns about meaning,
purpose, hope, faith, and legacy.

Here's a more detailed explanation:

Focus on the Inner Self:

Spiritual care recognizes that people have needs and values that extend beyond
the physical realm, encompassing their spiritual and emotional well-being.

Addressing Existential Questions:

It helps individuals explore questions about their place in the world, their
purpose, and their beliefs.

Supporting Coping Mechanisms:

Spiritual care can provide resources and support to help individuals cope with
difficult situations, such as illness, loss, and suffering.

Examples of Spiritual Resources:

These can include prayer, meditation, music, connecting with family and friends,
religious leaders, supportive communities, and holy writings.

Ethical Principles:

Patient-centeredness, holism, discretion, accompaniment, and tolerance are some
ethical principles that guide spiritual care.

Importance in Healthcare:

Spiritual care can play a crucial role in a holistic approach to healthcare,
potentially relieving anxiety and suffering.

Spiritual Needs:

Some of the common spiritual needs include the need to give and receive love, to
be understood, to be valued, for forgiveness and trust, and to explore beliefs and
values.
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This is the LORD’s doing;
It is marvelous in our eyes.
Psalm 118:23
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